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But even in the international brigades there was
a pitiable lack of heavy artillery and light machine-
guns. Even in October 1937, in the interbrigade
training camp at Madrigueras, only seven rifles,
one light and one heavy machine-gun were avail-
able for two thousand men, and there were no
hand-grenades, no ammunition, no barbed wire,
no shears, and no Very lights.

In the case of my own Spanish Communist
brigade, we received our first hand-grenades, steel
helmets, and gas-masks in April 1937. Uniforms
and bayonets arrived in May. In July, our arma-
ment still consisted of old English Mausers, of
which the barrels burst at the slightest provocation.
Among the Anarchist regiments matters were a great
deal worse. The seven tanks which were all the
Anarchists possessed in the whole of Aragon had been
brought over from Mexico and paid for by the
organizations themselves.

In Bilbao, delivery of arms from a Russian ship
was made conditional upon action being taken
against the P.O.U.M., whose influence there was
almost non-existent. Our air force consisted of
excellent chasers, but we had very few bombers, and
the size of our air fleet was always greatly inferior to
that of the enemy. It has been reported to me
from a reliable source that since December 1936,
no more arms have been supplied by Russia, and